City students help make contact tracing easy, develop app to record travel details
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% Kerala witnessed n sud-
ﬂdnn surge in the number

of Covid.1% cases, Chiel
Minister Pinarayl Vijman
hiod srgesd peogle to maintain o
‘Hreak the Chain’ diary 1o re-
cord thelr travel history, How-
over, the Inereasing cases of
infection frem unknown soure
o4 everyday, shows that the
OM's appeal has fallen on deal
enrs. This s where "HreakThe-
ChalinDiary’, an app developed
by four final-year compriter én-
gineering students of Marian
Engineering Colloge, Kazha
koottam, Thiruvanan-
thapuram, comes to the aid of
hoth the government and
patients,
This simple, casy-io-use app
developed by Aswin 8, Malvin

Ebenizer, Sambhu § 5 and Ak
shay Mohan can record time
and place of o person’s travel
everydny “The date is autamat:
jeally shown when a person
opens the app. All he or she hus
to do |8 to enter the location
and time, A user can also enler
the previous days travel (oo,
thereby malntalning an accu-
rate travel record,” says
Aswin,

Other than ontering one's
travel reconds, the apgp has an
other great fealure called
‘Route Map', “0n selecting a
ramge of dates, the app will gen-
erate the route map of that par
ticular person. This will be a
great help to the health depart-
ment if the person tests posi-
tive for Covid-18. Also, wa have
enabled the aption to call the
department helpline number
directly from the app,” adds As-

1 eeE> O

win. It was Sambhu who came
up with the iden for "BroakThe
Chain Diary’.

“We developed the app in
Google Flutter software and
took around two woe ks o com-
plete. The app went
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live on Google Play Store on
Wednesday, " says Aswin. The
team has support from thelr
faumilies, teachers and friends.
*Everyone was liipressed with
our concep!. They installed
aned have started sing (b, they

are also sharing the app with
others.”

Ashwin says it's important
that peaple record their travel
histary =1t Is due 10 our megll-
genee that the cases nre in:
creasing. The virus is mutating
and most of the patients are
msymptomatic” He believes
that people will prefer an app
over a diary as mobile phones
have become on integral part
of one's life

“Everyone catries thelr mo-
bile phone wherever they go.
All thoy nesd to do is to enter
the dewnlls,” says Aswin.
Though some may feel that

manually entecing the details
o thee app i& diMieult, the eren
tors are working fowanls auto-
mating s features further “We
haven't enabled the location
tageing featirs duo fo privacy
Issues. However, It will soon be
enabiled so thit people can atite
matically entor their location
by elicking an option.*

The fotir-member team i
planning to emall the details of
the upip to the government. “We
need to break the chain. If the
government makes |t manda:
tory for all to recond thelr trav.
el history, this app will reach
more people,” adds Aswin.

" On selecting a rﬂﬂﬂl‘h&iﬁlﬂlﬁﬂl

ﬂ . the route map of Ethhpnm
will be to the health -
o a “hr department

—Aswin &, developer. Break TheChain Diary

A great initiative

"This is not the Mrst time the
four-member team s coming
up with an app. Thoy developed
one for recording college at:
tendanes far atudoents, Thlr
nowest creation will beof gread
benofli to e socloty,” says San
peeth N, assivtant professor [
partmetit of Computer Sclence
Marinnm fh]ll'gll of Enginoer
L. “When Keraln 'I'l‘iih"rlh“:[
cal University announced the
schedule for final year oxami
nations, o clreulir wos relogsed
asking the studonts coming
from different places 1o Keep o
travel diary This sparked the
idea tn them and | advised them
to think about further applics
tons of thelr proposal, So, they
developed this app which ean
be used by anyonie. 1t is h nove]
iden.” he ndds,
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